
huge undertaking and this 
next phase of the program 
highly depends on the sup-
port of our community. As 
mentioned in my connect 
Ed message and email last 
week, talk with your busi-
nesses and neighbors and 
encourage them to be part 
of this initiative. See the 
Pinebrook website for de-
tails.  

We have a positive school 
culture and we are chal-
lenging students. With our 
awesome parents, teachers, 
and staff, I am happy with 
our path and I feel that 
we’ll use it as a stepping 
stone to build upon as we 
carry ahead in the New 
Year.  

Again, Happy New Year! 
Thank you for your team-
work in Pinebrook’s excel-
lence. 

Dear Pinebrook Parents, 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
What a year it’s been! As a 
school, I feel like we’ve 
accomplished quite a bit this 
year! Typically, this time of 
year is about new begin-
nings and resolutions. Many 
people set goals for New 
Years. Schools also set 
goals. In our case, we need 
to reflect upon the year to 
help ensure we’re heading 
in the direction we intend-
ed.  I think we might find 
that every day can be like 
New Year’s Day by contin-
ually reviewing our steps to 
be sure we’re walking down 
the path of our goals: stu-
dent-centered and warm 
environment, high academic 
standards, and adapting the 
STEAM model.  

We have a school culture 
that allows for students to 
take risks and to be leaders. 
It’s important for students 
to feel that they can make 
mistakes and still gain confi-
dence. Our teachers have 
done well in providing such 
an environment that is posi-
tive and supportive, even in 
failure. They do this by de-
veloping lessons that meet a 

variety of learners so each 
child is taught at their aca-
demic level.  

Each day can be a fresh start 
to think about small bench-
marks towards our goals. 
Students may choose to give 
a difficult concept a new 
try, set to achieve a specific 
academic standard or simply 
resolve to be more respon-
sible and organized. Par-
ents, we encourage you to 
work with our teachers to 
help your child identify an 
area to improve and assist 
them in their effort to ad-
vance. 

For teachers, staff and ad-
ministrators it’s the same. 
Each day, we have the op-
portunity to look at our 
programs and commit to 
trying new strategies to 
instruct, reach out to a chal-
lenging relationship, and 
invite openness to ideas to 
connect with our communi-
ty. 

I’m excited in the fact that 
some families have started a 
conversation about support-
ing STEAM Expo 2014!  
STEAM is a large academic 
and philosophical goal that 
we have at Pinebrook. It’s a 
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SOL Vocabulary Parade 

All students are expected 

to participate in the SOL 

Vocabulary Parade.  Each 

student received an infor-

mation sheet that included 

the vocabulary word that 

he/she will represent for 

the parade in his/her 

Thursday folder on January 

9, 2014.  The schedule for 

the parade is as follows:   

January 29, 2014:  

8:15-8:45 Second Grade  

9:00-9:30 First Grade 

9:45-10:15 Kindergarten am         

11:45-12:15 Kindergarten pm 

January 31, 2014:  

8:15-8:45 Third Grade 

9:00-9:30 Fourth Grade 

9:45-10:15 Fifth Grade 

 

Accelerated Reader:  

For students in grades two 

through five, this is a great 

time of the year to look at 

how many AR points have 

already earned for the 

school year.  May 23, 2014 

is the last day for earning 

AR points for participation 

in the AR Carnival which 

will be held on June 3, 

2014.  The required num-

bers of points needed to 

attend the AR Carnival are 

as follows:   

Second graders:  70 points 

Third graders:  85 points 

Fourth graders:  95 points 

Fifth graders: 105 points 

Overdue Books:   

There are many students 

who have overdue library 

books.  It is important that 

the students return library 

books so they can check out 

new books.  If your child 

receives an overdue notice, 

please assist him/her in 

returning his/her books 

ASAP.  If a book is actually 

lost, it is Pinebrook policy 

that the book will be 

paid for so that a re-

placement book can be 

purchased and put back 

into the Pinebrook col-

lection. 

Virginia Readers’ 

Choice:  Students in 

kindergarten through 

second grade will listen 

to the ten nominated 

Virginia Readers’ Choice 

selections.  After all ten 

selections are read, 

each student will have 

the opportunity to vote 

for the book that he/

she liked the best.  The 

Pinebrook votes are then 

sent to the state level 

so that our votes help 

determine the Virginia 

Readers’ Choice Book of 

the year. 

and respect, practicing caring 
behaviors, and understanding 
differences. Students will learn 
to identify bullying behaviors, 
manage peer pressure, and 
handle conflicts in a peaceful 
way. Students will review 
LCPS’s STOP-WALK-TALK 
procedure and determine a 
trusted adult they can talk to 
in the event of a problem. You 

Pinebrook’s character pillar for 
the months of January and Feb-
ruary is CARING. Teaching 
children how to care and to be 
empathetic, kind, and helpful is 
very important.  

Classroom guidance lessons for 
the next month will focus on 
Friendship and Bullying Preven-
tion. Lessons will emphasize 
treating others with kindness 

News You Can Use @ Your Library… 

News from Your School Counselors       

“Genius is one 

percent inspiration 

and ninety-nine 

percent 

perspiration.”  -

Thomas A. Edison  
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By Denise Higgins,  
Cheryl Gamble, and  

Dhalia Monsour 

Melissa Roberts, Heather Ross, and Jill Bidwell 

can help your child at 
home by discussing way 
to be helpful to others 
and by modeling caring 
behaviors. Your children 
look to you for appropri-
ate ways to act so model 
compassion and praise 
your children when they 
follow!  



There are millions of apps for 
smartphones and interactive 
tablets, and many of them are 
wonderful for children to use.  
Here are just a few suggested 
educational apps that are great 
for children, and there are cer-
tainly more available. 

Math Flash Cards (varying 
prices) Practice math facts for 
the four basic mathematical op-
erations using a flashcard app. 
There are many different apps 
available for practicing basic 
math facts ranging in price from 
free to $1.99.   

Sight Words/Phonics 
(varying prices) There are a ton 

of apps that provide young chil-
dren with opportunities to prac-
tice reading site words and letter 
sounds.  Many of the apps will 
even read to words/letter 
sounds to you.  Prices can range 
from free-$2.99.   
TinkerBox HD (Free) This is a 
physics game puzzle that pro-
vides opportunities to build and 
create machines.  It provides 
science facts as well as teaches 
basic engineering concepts.   

GeoMaster ($.99) Test your 
geography skills with this app!  
Locate specific places on a map 
within a specific time frame and 
advance to the next level.   

BrainPop (Free) Watch a dif-
ferent educational animated 
movie every day.  You can even 
take an interactive quiz when 
you are finished.  The videos 
cover all subject areas and all 
grade levels.  

Google Earth and SkyView 
(Free) Explore our world and 
beyond using these beautiful and 
interactive apps. 

Word Wizard ($2.99) This 
app allows children to hear let-
ters and words being pro-
nounced using a talking and 
moveable alphabet.  It also pro-
vides spelling practice with thou-
sands of word choices and a fea-

Technology News:  Apps for Children    Jenna Krause 

ArT           Donna Johnson and Kandyce Blackstock 

Mrs. Blackstock’s students will be working on 
the following:  

1st Grade- Students will complete their colorful 
collage portraits. In celebration of the cold they 
will learn how to draw snowflakes. After this they 
will draw snowmen in perspective.   

2nd Grade- Students will paint city block scenes. 
After this is complete they will create textured 
portraits. Lastly, they will create pinch pots. 

3rd Grade- Students will create friendly Most 
Wanted posters. Once they are finished with this 
they will compose optical illusions. And finally, 
they will create a piece of artwork inspired by Pi-
casso's blue paintings.  

4th Grade- Students will finish exploring their 
Pop Art portraits. Next they will learn about the 
world of shading with vine charcoal. And finally 
they will investigate expressive art inspired by 
Van Gogh.   

5th Grade- Students will create Zentangled 
portraits with markers and vine charcoal. Then 
students will create textured scenes inspired by 
Van Gogh's bedroom. 

Mrs. Johnson’s imaginative artists have been 
having so much fun!   

First graders completed a 
fun penguin project and 
glazed their pinch pots.  
Next will be Romero Britto 
inspired hearts.   

Second graders completed 
Ancient Egyptian inspired 
amulet necklaces and a scale 
for the community dragon for 
Chinese New Year.  Next we 
will practice mixing secondary 
colors with a fun ice cream 
project.   

Third graders completed an Egyptian cat 
project and Roman inspired Gorgan Heads.  
Next up are coil pots and Mali Mudcloths.   

Fourth graders created beautiful Medieval 
inspired Illuminated letters. Next are colonial 
samplers.   

Fifth graders completed an optical art pro-
ject. Next up are value landscapes. 
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“A person paints 
with his brains and not 

with his hands.” 
-Michelangelo  

ture to add your own words.  
Great for students learning to 
read! 
Pass the Past and Master 
the Math (Free) Both of 
these apps focus on concepts 
that appear on the Virginia 
SOL tests.  These are great 
apps to help students in 
grades 3-5 review for the 
SOL tests.   

These are just a few apps that 
are out there, and more are 
being created every day.  
These educational apps are 
great to help educate children 
in a fun, digital, and current 
way.  



         In a world that is increasingly interde-
pendent, we can no longer afford to remain 
monolingual. Success depends in large meas-
ure on the ability of an individual to function 
as a member of a global village whose mem-
bers speak a variety of languages. Learning 
foreign languages is no longer a pastime: it is a 
necessity.  Here are some reasons St. John’s 
University shares on how learning a foreign 
language helps you to meet today’s challenges: 

The Study of a Foreign Language… 

1. helps you to expand your view of the world 

2. encourages critical reflection on the relation between language and 
culture, language and thought  

3. expands your opportunities for meaningful leisure activities (such as 
travel, viewing foreign language films, watching foreign TV programs, 
listening to music)  

4. develops your intellect (encouraging good learning habits, memoriza-
tion, combining course content and skills in a meaningful way 

5. improves knowledge of the native language (through comparison and 
contrast with the foreign language)  

6. exposes you to modes of thought and viewpoints that are available only 
in the foreign language and its culture 

7. helps to build practical skills that may be used in other disciplines 

8. fosters your understanding of the interrelation between language and 
human nature  

9. teaches and encourages respect for other ethnic groups 

10. contributes to the development of your personality  

11. contributes to the achievement of national goals, such as economic 
development or national security  

12. increases your sense of self worth. Speaking Italian or Spanish to your 
grandmother or ordering in French at a French restaurant will do won-
ders for your ego!  

13. A Foreign Language Opens Up Job Opportunities for You.   

STAY TUNED FOR THE NEXT ARTICLE WHICH WILL SHARE 
HOW FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS A REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE OF 

URBAN LIVING AND JOB PLACEMENT. 

 

This quarter in FLES 
students are learning: 

 

4th Grade: Animals, colors, likes and 
dislikes.  They are creating sentences with 
familiar vocabulary and reading in Spanish. 

5th Grade: Sports and Hobbies, telling 
time.  They are creating sentences with 
familiar vocabulary and reading in Spanish.  

*International Night will be celebrat-
ed at Pinebrook Elementary on Feb-
ruary 21 at 6:30 P.M.   

4th -5th grade will be performing.   

¡Bienvenidos!   Luisa Quintero 
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The Importance of Foreign 
Language 



 

As we look ahead to the 
new year, many of us 
make resolutions, but be 
all know how that turns 
out!  What we often lack 
is the motivation to carry 
through with a hard task.  
The AIMS Foundation 
newsletter recently ex-
plored the work of Carol 
Dweck, a noted psycholo-
gist at Stanford University, 
specifically her research 
into motivation.   

“Psychologist Carol 
Dweck identifies two 
lenses for how people 
view themselves and 
others: fixed mindset 
and growth mindset. 
In a fixed mindset, 
people believe they 
are born with fixed 
intelligence. They 
tend to avoid chal-

lenges because failure 
threatens their per-
ception of how smart 
they are. Those with a 
growth mindset be-
lieve that intelligence 
is furthered through 
effort. Failure is an 
opportunity to learn 
and is even necessary 
for success.” 

The article reviews 
Dweck’s work with fifth 
graders who were being 
given standardized tests 
(http://
blog.aimsedu.org/2013/
09/02/looking-at-growth
-mindsets-in-teaching/).  
Students praised for their 
effort rather than their 
intelligence consistently 
select harder tasks for 
themselves, push them-
selves harder, were are 

more confident in their 
ability to conquer a hard 
task.  Students praised for 
their intelligence were 
hesitant to pick harder 
tasks for fear they would 
fail and thus no longer be 
considered intelligent.  
Dweck terms these two 
mindsets as a fixed mindset 
and a growth mindset.    
Children (and adults) with 
a growth mindset are more 
likely to persevere in prob-
lem solving and, as a side 
benefit, to be happier while 
trying. 

What better new year’s 
resolution could there be 
than to help our students 
pursue a growth mindset, a 
mindset which will help 
with motivation and pro-
mote successful mental and 
personality development! 

SEARCH News:  New Year’s Resolutions  Julie Ciardiello 
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Physical Education News   
Brian McPherson, Chris Lose & Kim Grimes 

We’re off to a new year 
in PE at Pinebrook!  As 
we begin the New Year, 
we are going to start our 
jump rope unit.  Students 
in all grades will learn 
jump rope skills, both 
individual and in groups.  
Every year we culminate 
the jump rope unit with 
our annual Jump Rope for 
Heart fundraiser.  This 
year, the event will occur 
on 2/11 for 1st and 2nd 

graders, and 2/12 for 3rd-5th 
graders.  The event will run 
from 2:30-4:00.  It is a great 
way for students to get exer-
cise, learn about their 
hearts, and raise money to 
help fight heart disease.  Last 
year, we raised just over 
15,000, which was good for 
number one in all of 
Loudoun County and in the 
Top 10 for the state of Vir-
ginia.  Let’s beat that total 
this year! 
 

Reminder  
Please try to make 
sure your child has 

sneakers on PE days.  
If they are wearing 

boots to school, it may 
help to put sneakers 
in their backpack to 
change into for PE.  

Many activities we do 
can be more difficult 
in boots or heavier 

shoes. 
Thank you. 

  

http://qedfoundation.org/fixed-vs-growth-mindsets/
http://qedfoundation.org/fixed-vs-growth-mindsets/
http://blog.aimsedu.org/2013/09/02/looking-at-growth-mindsets-in-teaching/
http://blog.aimsedu.org/2013/09/02/looking-at-growth-mindsets-in-teaching/
http://blog.aimsedu.org/2013/09/02/looking-at-growth-mindsets-in-teaching/
http://blog.aimsedu.org/2013/09/02/looking-at-growth-mindsets-in-teaching/


Reading aloud to children is one 
of the best ways to help them dis-
cover the joy of reading. It’s nev-
er too early or too late to start. 
All children, even infants and 
teens, can benefit from listening 
to you read aloud. 

Research shows that families play 
an important role in children’s 
reading success. By reading aloud 
with your children and encourag-
ing them to read on their own, 
you are helping them become 
better readers, better listeners, 
and better students. You are also 
helping them build vocabulary 
and language skills as well as help-
ing them gain knowledge about 
the world around them. When 
you read aloud together, children 
learn quickly that reading is im-
portant. And most of all they 
learn that reading is fun! 

Reading is more than just making 
sense of words on a page. It’s an 
adventure! It’s a chance to explore 
new places, discover new things, 
and meet new people. And it’s 
something you and your children 
can do together. Reading aloud 
can be a special time for you and 
your children to bond. You can 
cuddle together as you share sto-
ries, laugh at silly characters, root 
for heroes, and wag your fingers at 
villains. You’ll get to know each 
other better as you talk about what 
you read. Most of all, you’ll feel 
satisfied knowing that you’re help-
ing your children develop a life-
long habit of reading. 

Reading aloud can be done any-
where, anytime, and with al-
most any book. 

Even before they know what 
words are, children benefit from 
watching and listening to you read 
aloud. Within their first year, 
they’re able to learn basic language 
and reading concepts, such as how 
to hold a book and that you’re 
reading words, not pictures. The 
earlier children grasp these con-
cepts, the easier they learn to read 
when they’re ready.  

Continue reading aloud to children 
even after they’re reading on 
their own. Reading aloud should 
now be an even more enjoyable 
experience because you can do it 
together. Encourage your child to 
read aloud as often as possible. 
Listen attentively and offer posi-
tive feedback as he/she improves. 

Older children and teens also 
benefit when you read aloud to 
them. Reading aloud together 
gives them an opportunity to 
read interesting books that might 
be too difficult for them to tackle 
on their own. It’s a great way to 
motivate older readers to im-
prove vocabulary and reading 
skills. They’ll want to read more 
about their favorite topics, and 
they’ll want to learn how to do it 
on their own.  

 

The Importance of Reading Aloud  Stephanie Fidler 

and Maria Zambanini 
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Did you know?  

*Students who read the most 

also read the best, achieve the 
most, and stay in school the long-
est. 

*Repeated picture book reading 

of the same book (at least 3 
times) increases vocabulary ac-
quisition by 15 to 40 percent and 
the learning is relatively perma-
nent. 

*Reading aloud increases the 

attention span. It nurtures atten-
tion to sound, pictures, detail 
and narrative. 

From the 

Health Clinic 

The health clinic is in need of 
pants.  We are looking for do-
nations of both boys and girls 
pants but especially need boys 
pants in all sizes.  Pants are 
needed for children who have 
accidents at school or who get  
dirty during recess.  Your gen-
erous donations are always ap-
preciated.  Other clothing 
items are not needed at this 
time. 

NEBULIZER 
As cold and flu season is now 
upon us, we just wanted to 
inform you that we do have a 
nebulizer in the school clinic 
for student use. If your child 
needs to have a nebulizer treat-
ment at school, please contact 
Mrs. McClellan to find out 
what forms are required from 
the doctor.  



 

Welcome to Pinebrook Elementary where we believe 

that today's students are tomorrow's leaders! 

Pinebrook is located in Kirkpatrick Farms and is sur-

rounded by majestic mountains and rolling meadow 

land. At Pinebrook everyone is included, everyone is 

challenged and everyone is successful. Every teacher 

is a team member, every parent is a partner, every 

lesson is a learning opportunity and every day is an 

event to celebrate.  

 

Pinebrook Elementary School 
25480 Mindful Court  

Aldie, VA  20105  

Phone: (703) 957-4325 
Fax: (703) 542-7178 
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 Music class is more than teaching music 
for a program performance.  The 
Loudoun County curriculum is full of 
music concepts, instruments, culture, 
and singing.  As we teach each age group, 
we offer a variety of music opportunities 
for our students to experience.  One of 
the hardest things to understand, for our 
students, is that it takes practice to be-
come accomplished at something.  Play-
ing an instrument can often require re-
membering several skills at a time.  We 
encourage our students to try a variety of 
musical skills in our classroom.   

 Often we will combine these skills 
when we present a grade level program.  
When your child has a performance, 
please ask them to explain what they are 
doing and the music skills that they have 
learned.  Music learning is a life long 
skill! 

MUSIC MATTERS!   
by Pat Avery, Pam Hoffmaster, and Linda Murphy 

2nd Grade CogAt 
Testing 

By  Daryl Rodgers 

During the period from February 3rd 
through February 14th, second grade stu-
dents in Loudoun County Public Schools 
will take the Cognitive Abilities Test, 
Form 7, Level 8, which is also referred to 
as the CogAT. The CogAT measures gen-
eral and specific cognitive skills that allow 
a student to learn new tasks or solve 
problems, especially in the absence of 
direct instruction. Students’ reasoning 
abilities are measured by three different 
batteries, or groups of test items:  the 
Verbal Battery, the Quantitative Battery, 
and the Non-Verbal Battery. Each battery 
is comprised of three subtests. Students 
will complete all nine subtests, three per 
day, on three consecutive school days. 
Test questions are read to the students by 
the teacher, with a brief break in between 
subtests. The daily test administration 
period is untimed. 


